V.A.S.S.T.

Political Studies Conference

- 14th February 1997 -

Topic 2 - Parliament

These notes have been prepared by Pam Benson (St. Catherine's).

They are offered as guidelines and suggestions only.

Requests for official advice should be directed to the Board of Studies.

Following the handbook outline are suggestions of areas and topics to cover.

Firstly:  Define terms in paragraph one, such as “Westminster system”, legislature, 

representation, different forms of  representation. 

Different forms of representation 

e.g. Local representation in the House

       State representation in the House -  Harradine,  Colston   Senate composition

       Senate representation                   -  Keating’s attitude [unrepresentative swill ]

                                                              Bob Woods controversy. His replacement 

                                                              following S. 53 reinforcing the notion of                    

                                                              States House.      

Examine the functions and Powers of these institutions.



Concept of Checks and Balances, legislature vs. Executive, Ministerial Behavior,

 

Free Vote - Euthanasia issue

Look at independents (Most ex ALP + Coalition members 


Does Pauline Hanson represent “mainstream Australia”?  She has thrown out  a challenge as have  others.

                                     Invite into your school your local member or interview them.

Voting systems ( 
more sophisticated students should understand the influence of minorities 

Formation & accountability of governments 

Parliament is supposed to hold the government accountable which is why number two is so important.

Procedures of Parliament 

Parliamentary Debate - Students look at the Hansard

· Grievance Debate

· Adjournment  Debate

· Urgency  Debate

· Matters of public importance

· Members Statements

· Address-in-Reply debate

Question Time  

· Dorothy Dixers

· Rostered days

· Minimum of 15-17 questions suggested by Howard

· Question time continues until this number is reached

Committees - 

· Standing 

· Select

· Joint

· Current e.g. Euthanasia question 

Role of Conventions 
· Government formed in the Lower House

· Senate not block supply

· Governor-General acts on the P.M.'s advice

Political Parties
Party discipline ( 
ALP pledge 




Independents all ex-party

Can argue it is less in the Senate but can also say it is more rigid because it matters more. 

Executive Domination  ( 

· 90-95 % of legislation from executive

· executive decides how long parliament will sit

· curtails Question time, ignores committees

Bottom line is that unless the executive wants it, a private member’s bill will not get through ! An exception is Janet Powell’s bill on  tobacco sponsorship.

The Opposition 



· Theory of strong opposition being good for democracy. 

· It should not be assumed that an opposition has no influence - can debate highlight issues 

e.g. Woods, Jim Short  

· Look at Victoria - weak opposition therefore opposition in both houses, media acting as third arm of government i.e. a link between the opposition and the media (loans affair)

Minor Parties & Independents 

· Greens, Democrats

· Budget amendments (Keating, Evans frustration and now Colston) 

· Telstra bill on votes of independents & Harradine

· Representation working more in the Senate & the government forced to defend itself 

Parliamentary practice

Government and Opposition tactics 
· Gags                  

· Guillotines  

· No Confidence motions

· Points of Order

· Interjections

· Moving Amendments

· Calling Divisions

· Using the media 

· Question time strategies (e.g. same question same topic)

· Resolving deadlocks see s. 57

Parliament & the Media
· T.V. influence

· Population does not see the many examples of bipartisan cooperation e.g. on committees

· Is media responsible for ongoing cynicism?

Parliamentary Reform

· Independent speaker (Halverson former Liberal party whip)

· Longer sitting time and more days

· expertise lag -  need for more committees

· giving committees more power

· do it yourself parliamentary channel & radio station

Glossary

· Amendment

· Bill

· Caucus

· Confidence of the House

· Division

· Dorothy Dixer

· Gag

· Guillotine

· Hansard

· Legislation

· Mandate

· Opposition

· Pair

· Parliament

· Parliamentary Committee

· Party Discipline

· Petition

· Question Time

· Representation

· Responsibility

· Speaker

· Standing Orders

· Whip

