Year 12 Politics

Outcome 1 – Part 1 – Test

This test relates to the Parliament and Executive topic.   Answer all questions on this paper.  Space is provided in proportion to the length of the question.  The test is designed to be completed in 45 minutes.

1.  Write a paragraph outlining the basic structure and design of the Australian Parliament.  In your answer refer to the composition of the membership of each house.  

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Write a paragraph outlining the structure and design of the Australian Executive arm of government.  In your answer refer to the relationship between the Executive and the Parliament.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3.  Outline the political values apparent in the structure of the House of Representatives.

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4.  Outline the political values apparent in the structure of the Senate.

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5.  Aside from the Parliament’s role in deciding the government, outline 4 theoretical functions of the Australian Parliament.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6.  Explain how political parties have had an impact on the actual operation of the Parliament in Australia. 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7. Explain one role of a minister in an Australian Government.

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8.  Explain any two functions performed by a Prime Minister in an Australian Government.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8. Explain any two specific means by which an Australian Government is able to dominate the Parliament. 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

9. Define these terms:

Public servant ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Parliamentary Committee

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Collective Ministerial Responsibility

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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