Year 12 Politics

Parliament & the Executive

SAMPLE SAC TEST QUESTIONS

The test will take approximately 45 minutes and will consist of extended short answers on the Parliament & Executive topic.  Each question should be answered in about 10 lines.  There will be 6 questions on the paper.

All questions will be in the format of the following:

1. Evaluate the proposition that the term of the House of Representatives should be extended to 4 years.

2. Evaluate an argument in favour of the abolition of the Senate.

3. Discuss two arguments in favour of restricting the power of the Senate to block legislation passed by the House of Representatives.

4. Discuss one argument in favour of appointing ministers only from the House of Representatives.

5. Analyse the proposition that ministers should be appointed from outside the Parliament.

6. Discuss an argument in favour of retaining the Senate’s power to block appropriation/supply bills.

7. Evaluate the power of the Speaker in the House of Representatives.

8. Discuss an argument in favouring of allowing members of parliament a conscience vote on all matters.

9. Evaluate the proposition that ministers should not be held accountable for every action of their department.

10. Discuss one argument in favour of the concept of collective ministerial responsibility.

11. Evaluate the argument that the Prime Minister has only limited power in our political system.

12. Discuss one argument in favour and one argument against the idea that more time should be allocated in Parliament to private members business.

13. Evaluate the power and influence of parliamentary committees in Australia.

14. Discuss the proposition that the Opposition is irrelevant in the Australian Parliament.

15. To what extent does the Parliament carry out its function of monitoring public expenditure?

16. Evaluate one argument for and one argument against introducing fixed 4 year terms for both Houses of Parliament.

17. Should Australia adopt the British system when appointing a Speaker of the House of Representatives?

18. Discuss the advantages and disadvantages of providing more comprehensive telecasts of parliamentary proceedings.

