Year 12 Political Studies

EXECUTIVE GOVERNMENT

Use Chapter 8 of “Parliament, Parties and People”, Dean Jaensch, to compile notes on the following:

1.  The Westminster Model
· the “chain of accountability”

· definition of “convention”

2.  Westminster Conventions

· formation of government

· confidence of the House

· government deliberates in secret

· individual ministerial responsibility

· collective ministerial responsibility

· Governor-General acts on advice

3.  Forming a Government

· note the different ways Labor and Liberal governments form a ministry

· draw up a table showing the advantages and disadvantages of each method of choosing a ministry

· other conventions followed in the formation of governments - PM in House, ministers in Senate

4.  Defeating a Government

· give some examples of governments that have been defeated in parliament

· list the factors that contribute to government stability

5.  Cabinet Secrecy and Solidarity

· make sure you understand the process under which ministers work in terms of secrecy and solidarity

· what arguments can you advance for and against cabinet secrecy?

6.  Individual Ministerial Responsibility

· definition

· examples

· how practical is it to hold ministers individually responsible for the administration of their department?

7.  Collective Ministerial Responsibility

· definition

· list means by which parliament can hold the ministry accountable (eg. Questions)

· what problems exist in terms of holding the ministry collectively accountable?

8.  Responsible Political Parties?

· how has the balance between parliament and cabinet been upset?

· In practice, what happens in relation to ministers being held accountable?

9.  Bicameralism and Responsibility

· how does a bicameral system assist in achieving responsibility?

· Where does bicameralism fail in achieving responsibility?

10. The Dominant Cabinet

· explain how the cabinet controls the parliament in Australia

· to what extent does the cabinet go unchecked?  What other means exist of achieving accountability (eg. Party-room)?

· what differences existed between the Menzies, Whitlam, Fraser and Hawke governments?

11.  Cabinet in Operation

· list the roles of cabinet

· note the concept of inner cabinet and two-tier ministries

· Cabinet Secretariat and the Department of Prime Minister and Cabinet

12.  The Role of a Prime Minister

· list the roles of a PM

· what factors influence the role and authority of the PM?

13.  Representation, Responsibility and Cabinet Government

· note the main points of Jaensch’s summary 

