Collective Ministerial Responsibility





The most recent Federal examples of this principle appear to be:





Paul Keating - resigned from the Hawke ministry in 1991 following his unsuccessful leadership challenge.





Gary Punch - resigned from the Hawke ministry in 1989 because of his opposition to the second runway extension at Sydney Airport.  Punch wanted to be able to campaign in his electorate of Barton free of the constraints of collective solidarity.  He subsequently won his seat at the 1990 and 1993 elections and was a minister again under Keating.





Stewart West - resigned from the Hawke Cabinet, but not the ministry, in 1983 over the issue of ALP support for uranium mining.  Hawke had reintroduced the inner and outer cabinet structure dispensed with under Whitlam.





Andrew Peacock - resigned from the Fraser cabinet in 1981, citing Fraser’s “manic determination to get his own way” and other misdemeanours.





Malcolm Fraser - resigned from the Gorton ministry in 1971, citing Gorton’s “manic determination to get his own way”, disloyalty, and other misdemeanours.





Senator Glen Sheil - sacked from the Fraser ministry in 1977 prior to his swearing in because of comments in support of  apartheid that were at odds with government policy.





Paul Keating, Kim Beazley, Graham Richardson, et al - never even considered resigning at various stages during the Hawke government, despite frequent public disagreements over issues such as Telecommunications policy.





Senator John Faulkner (Environment) and Mr. David Beddall (Resources) - did not resign from the Keating ministry in 1993-94, despite public disagreements over logging policy.
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Individual Ministerial Responsibility





Some recent examples of this principle in action:





Ros Kelly - resigned from the Keating ministry in 1995 (94?) over her behaviour concerning the allocation of sports grants - “sports rorts” affair.  Whist protesting her innocence of any wrong-doing, she resigned when her continued presence in the ministry became a political embarrassment to the government.





Ian Smith - resigned from the Kennett ministry in 1995 following allegations about his personal behaviour with his then lover.





Marie Tehan - still resisting calls for her resignation over her handling of the Metropolitan Ambulance Intergraph tender.  This example highlights the flexibility in the application of this principle and the importance of support from the Premier or Prime Minister.





Alexander Downer - retained his Cabinet position in 1996 following exposure of his lies to Parliament over the DIFF foreign aid program.  Warned by Howard not to step out of line.





Senator Jim Short -  resigned as Assistant Treasurer in 1996 following revelation of his share dealings that gave rise to a conflict of interest with his ministerial duties.





Robert Fordham - resigned from the Cain ministry in 1989 over his involvement in the Victorian Economic Development Corporation’s financial mismanagement.





Don Lane & assorted Queensland Cabinet Ministers c1980s/90s - jailed for various acts of corruption, mainly concerning rorting of ministerial expenses.








