WTO more important than APEC

WTO – pay to enter – most favoured nation treatment – do deals

APEC, etc. – habits of working together benefit

Aust –doesn’t fit into any of the major groupings – NATO, etc – so APEC allows us to punch above our weight.

Building coalitions – Cairns Group – been quite influential.

NAFTA more important to US – share borders, natural trading partners, etc.

Rick Smith – Indonesia slow to approve nomination as ambassador.  Formerly amb to China – Indos says he’s not senior enough – 36 not 56, amb to Mongolia not China

Not in EU club, WEOG Western and others Groups in UN.

WTO meet in Geneva – multilateral trade diplomacy is slow-going – directly engages

