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A BETTER PLAN FOR SPORT

Labor will maintain current funding levels to sporting organisations and athletes post 2000.

Labor is committed to on-going funding for sport at all levels, from community to elite, from juniors to masters, including Australians with disabilities. 

Sports participation is integral to the health and well-being of Australia.  Australians of all ages should be encouraged wherever possible to be part of a sport.

Sport is an important part of the social fabric and national identity of Australia.  Sport is a key element of a multicultural and tolerant society and provides a forum to break down cultural barriers between communities within Australia.

Sport is important to our economy and provides Australia with substantial export income particular through in-bound tourism.  The sports industry employs an increasing number of young Australians. 

Labor recognises the importance of sport at all levels for people with disabilities and is committed to providing a framework for opportunities for participation, administration and coaching.

Labor also recognises that specific programs need to be provided to encourage women to participate in sport and to take leadership positions in sport.  Many women’s sports and other lower profile sports also require special assistance in attaining sponsorship and recognition.

Unlike the Howard Government, Labor believes that the Federal Government has a major role to play in sport.

Whilst acknowledging the significance of the Sydney Olympic Games as a pinnacle of elite sport, Labor will maintain funding to elite sport post 2000.

Labor will maximise opportunities for all Australians to participate in sport.

JOHN HOWARD’S ATTACKS ON SPORT

Broken promises

A Liberal/National Government will be committed to maintaining existing levels of sport funding.

Coalition Sport and Recreation Policy, 1996

Facts:

· In the August 1996 Budget the Howard Government cut $20.5 million from the Australian Sports Commission (ASC).

· The Howard Government cut funding to more than 25 sports with some organisations losing their entire funding base.

· In the May 1998 Budget the Howard Government slashed the sports budget after the Sydney Olympics

 “A Liberal/National Government will:

· maintain current levels of recurrent spending on disabled sport and continue to support programs like “Aussie Able”;

· Examine ways of increasing participation rates among disabled sports people in consultation with disabled sport and recreation organisations.

Coalition Sport and Recreation Policy, 1996

Facts:

· Out of the 1998/99 $25m Olympic Athlete Program (OAP), the Australian Paralympic Committee (APC) received a meagre $1 million.

· The APC is responsible for the preparation of athletes in 18 different sports for the Sydney 2000 Paralympic Games.  Under the Howard Government, Paralympic sports in total will receive less than individual Olympic sports such as softball. 

 “A Liberal/National Government will closely consult with established women’s sport and recreation networks and ensure that the ASC’s support to women’s sport includes a greater emphasis on access to marketing support where necessary.”

Coalition Sport and Recreation Policy, 1996

Fact:

· The Howard Government abolished the Women’s Prime Ministerial Sports Awards

Sponsorship

· In July 1998 the Howard Government introduced laws governing copyright in Australia.  These laws threaten the future of sports sponsorship in Australia.

· On 18 May 1998, the Minister for Sport, Mr Andrew Thomson, said that he expected the private sector to be responsible for the majority of sports funding, including small clubs which should seek sponsorship from their local hardware store.

GST - Gigantic Sports Threat

“A Liberal/National Government will not raise existing taxes or introduce new taxes on sporting goods.”

Coalition Sport and Recreation Policy, 1996

A GST would make football, netball, soccer, basketball and many other sports much more expensive to participate in through increased registration fees, increased cost of uniforms, increased costs for coaching, training costs (eg gym membership) and increasing travel costs to actually get to the game.

A GST would have an unfair impact on those families who have children involved in sporting clubs.  Almost one and a half million school children play organised sport every week in Australia.  The introduction of a GST would see the costs of each and every child involved in any of these sports increase by up to 10 per cent.

With the introduction of a GST on sport, the health and fitness of our children could be put at risk by a reduction in the number of children participating in sport.  This could have long term consequences for the health of Australia's children.

A GST would penalise small non-profit sporting clubs, which depend on volunteers to survive, by forcing up their costs and/or making them into unpaid tax collectors.  Sports club volunteers may be forced to calculate the tax on subscriptions, canteen profits, gate receipts, uniform hire and maybe even sponsorships.

Local sporting clubs would be forced into the cost and hassle of keeping detailed records of all transactions and may have to complete and submit a return to the Tax Office every six months.

Sporting clubs may no longer be able to rely on volunteers to do all of the bookkeeping, some being forced to employ an accountant just to keep the kids playing sport!  A GST would lead to a loss of volunteers, making the operation of local clubs an increasingly difficult task.

A GST would also make watching sport a more expensive activity.  Admission charges to football games, basketball stadiums, racecourses and swimming pools will all go up.

The Howard Government expects to reap $100 million from taxing sports sponsorship.

LABOR’S INITIATIVES

Certainty for Sports Funding

A Labor Government will commit an additional $100 million over two years to Australian sport, on top of the existing budget, to provide security in funding post Sydney 2000.

Fair funding for the Australian Paralympic Committee

Labor will provide $20 million over two years for the Australian Paralympic Committee  (Labor will provide $10 million in new funding and $10 million reallocated from the existing Sport budget). 

Review the Australian Sports Commission (ASC)

Labor will as a matter of urgency conduct a review into the role, Board composition, management levels and direction of the ASC, and examine funding priorities in relation to gender and ability and direction of the ASC.

Australian Institute of Sport

Labor will as a matter of urgency conduct a review into the role and funding priorities of the Australian Institute of Sport.

Olympic Athletes Program (OAP)

A Labor Government will examine ways of extending the benefits of the OAP for a wider range of sports and their elite athletes.

Partnership with the Australian Sports Industry

Labor will establish an on-going forum with non-government sporting organisations including the Australian Olympic Committee (AOC), the Australian CHPER, the Australian Schools Sports Council and the Confederation of Australian Sport (CAS) to:

· Enhance sports management and industry training 

· Maximise opportunities to export sport

· Increase the number and training of volunteers in sport

· Undertake further research into community and elite sport 

· Explore the recommendations of the recent parliamentary inquiry, Rethinking the Funding of Community Sporting and Recreational Facilities: A Sporting Chance, to ensure all Australians have access to safe and diverse facilities.

Junior Sports

Labor will maximise opportunities for young Australians to participate in sport.

Active Australia

Labor will institute direct linkages between the Department of Health and the Department of Sport to ensure strategic programs are developed to increase sports participation through the community.

Drugs in Sport

Labor will ensure funding levels are maintained to the Australian Sports Drug Agency to provide a strong deterrent for drug use in sport and that the financial burden of testing does not fall to the athletes.

A Labor Government will work cooperatively with the AOC and other organisations to enhance international efforts in the fight to rid sport of performance enhancing and illicit drugs to ensure a level playing field exists for athletes.

Women and Sport

Labor will reinstate the Women’s Prime Ministerial Sports Awards.

A Labor Government will examine ways to encourage more women to participate in sport and to assume positions of leadership throughout Australian sport.

Football Academy

Labor will establish a football academy for all codes, including AFL, ARU, ARL ASF, to bring together under-21 players for intensive squad training in the lead up to national championships and international matches.  The Commonwealth will contribute around 50 per cent of the funding for the academy.  This measure – expected to cost around $1.4 million each year - will be funded from the new $100 million funding.

Recreational Fishing

Labor will re-instate the funding to Recfish which was cut by the Howard Government.  This measure – expected to cost around $100,000 each year - will be funded from the new $100 million funding.

Commonwealth Games Federation

Labor will support the bid for Melbourne to become the headquarters of the Commonwealth Games Federation.

Sponsorship of Sport

Labor will repeal the Howard Government’s parallel importing decision in relation to packaging and labelling to restore security and certainty in the sponsorship of Australian sport.

National Water Safety Plan

Labor will establish the Australian Water Safety Research Committee and conduct a National Water Safety Audit.   The Committee will:

· Identify “black spot” drowning locations;

· Tackle the 0-5 age group drowning problem through education;

· Establish national standards for water safety education;

· Target specific groups identified in the high risk category; and

· Increase financial support to the existing Water safety organisations. 

This measure – expected to cost around $2.5 million each year - will be funded from the new $100 million funding.

COSTING


98-99
99-00
00-01
01-02
TOTAL



Certainty for sports funding
0
0
25.0
75.0
100.0

Paralympic Committee
0
0
5.0
5.0
10.0

Review of ASC
0
0
0
0
0

Review of AIS
0
0
0
0
0

OAP
0
0
0
0
0

Partnership with Australian sports industry
0
0
0
0
0

Junior sports 
0
0
0
0
0

Active Australia
0
0
0
0
0

Drugs in sport
0
0
0
0
0

Woman and sport
0
0
0
0
0

Football Academy*
0
0
0
0
0

Recreational fishing*
0
0
0
0
0

Commonwealth Games Federation
0
0
0
0
0

Sponsorship of sport
0
0
0
0
0

National Water Safety Plan*
0
0
0
0
0

TOTAL
0
0
30.0
80.0
110.0

*  These measures will be funded from the $100 million funding.
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