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LABOR’S NEW DEAL FOR REGIONAL AUSTRALIA

Partnerships for Prosperity

Labor sees a vital role for government in regional development.  Labor knows the big picture is important.  But we also recognise that we have to construct that picture from the ground up, with every regional community developing its piece of the mosaic.  The prosperity of regional communities not only benefits those communities, the increased growth and jobs also benefit Australia’s growth as a nation.

In government, Labor will actively involve itself with local communities in the development of each community’s agenda. Each agenda will be owned by the community and will be one which Labor, and only Labor, is prepared to back.  Under Labor, the voices of Australia’s regional communities will be heard and will influence the future of those communities. 

Local people are best positioned to identify the future potential of their communities.  Labor will work in partnership with them, offering expertise and support where necessary, to develop a vision for the future of their community.

All levels of government must be involved; both in generating a vision for those communities, and in devising a strategy to realise community goals.  Bringing all of the players together is the vital role that the Commonwealth must play.

Labor has developed a national response to the need for a better deal for regional Australia.  It is not a “quick fix” solution, nor a package that funds short-term projects.  Rather, Labor’s better plan for regional Australia is a package of measures that will permanently assist regional Australians.  

Labor’s new deal for regional Australia has three key elements:

1. Empowering regional Australians

Labor recognises that regional Australia must be actively involved in building its own future.  Labor is committed to each region developing its own agenda for the future with the Commonwealth operating in partnership to implement those agendas.
2. Building Australian infrastructure and creating jobs

Labor will work with regional communities, Local and State government, industry, unions and financial institutions to cater for the infrastructure needs of regional Australia.  Labor will pursue an active industry policy, a policy to boost jobs, economic growth, exports and investment.  Regional Australia has a vital role to play in this plan.

3. Serving communities

Labor is committed to ensure that the residents of regional Australia have reasonable and affordable access to the full range of government services, including modern efficient telecommunications and postal services, job creation programs as well as better health and education initiatives.
KEY INITIATIVES

In government, Labor will work in partnership with regional Australians to develop local action agendas for growth.  The agendas will be long-term visions for the future development of local communities, encouraging the creation of jobs and prosperity for those communities and for the nation.  

Labor’s vision involves the following initiatives:

Empowering Regional Australians

Labor will:

· Provide $10 million each year to establish regional structures that will work with local communities to develop visions for regional development.

· Hold Cabinet meetings regularly in regional Australia.

· Deliver strategic assistance packages to South Australia, Tasmania and Northern Australia (details to be announced).

· Establish a National Development Authority.

Building Australian infrastructure, creating jobs

Labor will:

· Provide $25 million each year to establish a regional development grants fund for small-scale infrastructure projects.

· Put in place a 20 per cent Development Allowance for $5 billion of investment projects, an Infrastructure Rebate for $2.5 billion of new projects and a $100m Investment Attraction Fund.

· Maintain Telstra in public ownership thereby ensuring that the telecommunications needs of regional Australia will be guaranteed to be adequately met into the future.

· Invest an additional $300m in road and rail projects around the nation, most of which will be in regional Australia.

· Establish a series of industry development measures to encourage new investment, research and development, job growth and exports, much of which will benefit regional Australia.

· Continue to pursue policies that foster growth in the tourism industry, in particular by not imposing a job destroying GST on the industry.

Serving communities

Labor will:

· Ensure regional Australians have access to high quality employment programs which deliver real jobs.

· Provide a massive boost to the public hospital systems which will benefit all regional Australians, and implement a specific rural health package.

· Invest in the education system to improve schools, universities and student assistance.

· Implement a three step plan to restore banking services to regional areas.

· Oppose the Government’s plan to deregulate Australia Post, and instead work to expand services through Australia Post.

· Work to force petrol prices down through greater competition, protect family service station businesses and jobs.

· Increase funds to enable the expansion of ABC services to regional areas.

· Ensure regional Australia greater access to, and opportunities to participate in, the arts.

THE HOWARD GOVERNMENT’S FAILURE

Regional Australia betrayed

The Howard Government’s record in regional Australia is a record of betrayal.

The Coalition promised before the 1996 election that in government it would “work with the regions to expand existing investment, increase regional export capacity and develop regional prosperity … [to] create wealth and employment for the benefit of regional communities”.
Regional development: Recharging our Regions; February 1996

But, once in government, that promise was quickly forgotten.

In July 1996, the then Minister for Transport and Regional Development said that “there is no clear rationale or constitutional basis for Commonwealth involvement” in regional development.

Press release, July 1996

This summed up perfectly the total lack of commitment the Howard Government has to regional Australia.

The Howard Government has inflicted cut after cut on regional Australia.  Under the Howard Government, regional Australians have found it harder to:

· Find a job;

· Visit a Medicare office;

· Visit a Tax Office;

· Do their banking locally;

· Develop regional industry;

· Access ABC services;

· Obtain reasonable levels of telephone service;

· Get access to new telecommunications technology;

· Access quality health and education services; and

· Take control of their community’s future.

The Howard Government has offered no commitment, no vision and no hope for regional communities.

How much does the Howard Government care about regional Australia?

Prior to the 1996 election the Coalition promised that:

“A Liberal and National Government will … hold Cabinet meetings regularly in regional Australia”

In its first two years in office, the Howard Government met just three times outside capital cities.

Only Labor offers a viable future for regional Australia, because only Labor has a coordinated plan which will enable the regions to fulfil their potential.

Cutting too hard and too deep

Cuts to government programs and services have hit hardest in regional Australia.  No community has been left untouched.

Regional Development support:  The Howard Government broke its election promise by scrapping the $150 million Regional Development Program, preventing the injection of millions of dollars into regional economies. 

ABC services:  The Government has cut ABC services to rural and regional Australia, despite pleas from rural groups including the National Farmers’ Federation.  The Federation said the cuts “would seriously hamper Australian farmers’ capacity to compete, and produce more export income”.

Telstra:  The Coalition promised that it would require telecommunications carriers to ensure that “regional, rural and remote areas are able to access the benefits of new technology as soon as possible”.  Instead, they sold off one third of Telstra and announced the sell-off of the remaining two thirds.  There are no guarantees in the sell off legislation that regional, rural and remote area Australians will get any access to new technologies.  

In addition, the Coalition will impose a GST on all phone calls, lifting the cost of STD and mobile calls to consumers and requiring Telstra to absorb the cost on local calls.  This will inevitably lead to further cuts to Telstra services and Telstra jobs.

Jobs Programs: The Howard Government has cut funding significantly for jobs programs vital to regional Australia.  Unemployment in many regional areas has increased dramatically under the Howard Government, with the overall rate stuck at over 8 per cent.  The Treasurer has even admitted that he sees little employment growth in sight.  If the Coalition had left Labor’s Working Nation in place, unemployment would today be at around 6 per cent.  

Higher education: Universities have suffered through large funding cuts inflicted by the Howard Government, with regional universities being hit hard.  Massive increases in HECS for certain courses have also discouraged students which has also impacted on these universities.

Australian industry: The Howard Government has failed to see the vital connection between industry policy and regional development.  It did nothing when BHP announced the closure of the steel works at Newcastle, and again when AMCOR announced the closure of its pulp making operations at the Burnie Mill.  The Government abolished a bounty that safeguarded hundreds of regional jobs in the book printing industry, and planned to end the bounty for shipbuilding in 1999 which would have caused further job losses.  The Coalition has only acted on issues affecting the textile, clothing & footwear (TCF) and automotive industries, which have many employees in regional centres, because of the pressure applied by Labor. 

Infrastructure: The Coalition axed Labor’s Infrastructure Bonds program, which had provided funds of $200 million for regional infrastructure programs every year, replacing it with an Infrastructure Rebate, capped at $75 million and limited to road and rail infrastructure.  The new scheme ignored the reality that regional development involves more than just road and rail infrastructure.  In addition, the new arrangements are completely inadequate. The new program has reduced Labor’s allocation of $200 million to $75 million per year. The Coalition’s cut froze many projects in regional Australia and put many more in doubt.

Access to government services: Regional CES, Medicare and Tax Office branches have closed under the Howard Government.  The operating hours of regional Customs offices have decreased and many thousands of Telstra jobs have been lost in regional areas.

Petrol: The Federal Government’s petrol reforms simply give bulk purchasers access to the terminals.  If prices are going to fall, those wholesalers have to get equitable access to the price that is offered in a discounted sense in the cities.  There is no requirement for a commitment to delivering cheaper prices in regional Australia. Jobs will be lost in regional Australia as service stations close.  And a GST will increase petrol prices in regional Australia.

The GST will increase petrol prices in regional Australia

To calculate the price impact of the GST, subtract the 7¢ excise price adjustment and then add 10%.

Town             Increase per litre

Darwin   
0.4¢

Alice Springs
1.1¢

New Norfolk  
0.3¢

Coober Pedy  
1.1¢

Benalla        
0.3¢

Yarrawonga 
0.4¢

(Source:  Based on AAA Petrol Price Monitor, July 1998, average leaded petrol price)

Banks: The Howard Government has stood by and watched as many towns in regional Australia have lost their last bank.  It has failed to introduce any real initiatives to address the issue.  It is planning to allow large bank mergers in the future which would cause widespread closure of regional bank branches.

Australia Post: The Howard Government has introduced a Service Charter for Australia Post which requires it to maintain a minimum retail presence of 4,000 postal outlets of which as least 2500 must be in rural or remote areas.  There are 4,462 existing outlets across Australia, so Mr Howard is indicating that the closure of up to 462 outlets Australia-wide, including up to 60 in rural and remote areas, is part of its policy.  

Government plans to open up some of Australia Post’s most profitable areas to competition will increase the pressure on Australia Post to close its less profitable outlets, because its ability to cross-subsidise services will be reduced.  Australia Post services will be hit by the GST, and it will have to absorb some of the cost.  This is estimated at up to $110 million per year on standard letter services, and therefore represents $110 million less to be spent on services to Australia Post customers.  

LABOR’S INITIATIVES

Empowering regional Australians

Labor will put in place four key initiatives to ensure that regional communities are heard and able to work effectively in partnership with a Beazley Labor Government:

· Build regional structures to give regions a voice in setting their agendas for development.

· Hold regular Cabinet meetings in regional Australia.

· Work closely with all regions, but especially those in need of particular assistance.

· Establish a National Development Authority.

Labor wants regional communities involved in building the nation through sound regional initiatives.  By forging a partnership with community leaders, government can empower regions, giving effective decision-making responsibility back to the community.  

This partnership will be backed by significant resources and programs directed towards implementing locally-produced priorities.  

Regional structures 

Labor will commit $30 million over three years to establish a network of regional structures throughout Australia that will identify local communities' needs and work to develop agendas for future growth.  The funding will ensure access to adequate resources and effective administration, building on the resources already set aside for the Area Consultative Committees.

Under Labor’s Working Nation, two important regional structures were put in place - Regional Economic Development Organisations (REDOs) and Area Consultative Committees (ACCs).  The REDOs were responsible for regional infrastructure development, including, for example, the Better Cities program.  The ACCs’ role was to work with regional communities to ensure the best possible and most effective use of Working Nation’s job program funds.

Under the Howard Government, funding for REDOs was abolished, while the responsibilities of the ACCs, and their funding, was curtailed.

Labor will create new arrangements which build on the experience of the ACC/REDO structures.  Labor will combine the best elements of the REDO and ACC structures, thereby eliminating any overlap that existed.  This new arrangements will be developed in consultation with existing organisations, local government, State government and regional communities.

Members will include key regional leaders, community groups and business people. Existing regional structures will also have an important role, including local government and Regional Organisations of Councils.  

The new organisations will be responsible for developing the regional vision, and identifying the regional infrastructure, labour market and employment services needs which complement that.  

Labor will equip them with a capacity to determine investment readiness and develop a partnership with Australia’s business schools to make the connection with the venture capital industry.

Listening to regional Australians

In 1996 the Coalition promised that it would hold Cabinet meetings regularly in regional Australia.  Yet it only held three meetings outside capital cities in its first two years in government.  

By contrast, Labor has learnt the importance of government not becoming isolated from the views and aspirations of the Australian people.  Labor will hold regular Cabinet meetings in regional Australia.

A National Development Authority

Labor will ensure a broader base of economic advice to government by winding up the Productivity Commission and establishing a new National Development Authority outside the Treasury portfolio.  

The Productivity Commission has not paid adequate attention in its inquiries to the impact of its recommendations on regional Australia and jobs.  This was particularly so in its reports on the automotive and TCF industries.

The National Development Authority, through its charter and organisation, will reflect Labor’s emphasis on better integrating our approach on regional and industry policy.  

Strategic regional assistance

Labor will commit significant additional funding on discrete regional assistance packages for South Australia, Tasmania and Northern Australia.  These packages focus on each of the three regions as single economic communities.  

Labor recognises that each region has particular needs due to their lower population density, relative isolation and unique economic circumstances.  There is a clear role for government in developing strategies that treat the particular state or region as a separate unit.  

The resources applied to these regions in the various discrete regional assistance packages (see separate Policy Documents to be released) are additional to initiatives released by other portfolios which may benefit the regions in question.

These regional packages will not be at the expense of the rest of regional Australia.  Labor in Government will work in partnership with every region in Australia to develop their own agendas.  

Building Australian Infrastructure, creating jobs

The most effective way to revitalise regional Australia is to build and repair its economic and social infrastructure.  This helps attract industry and hence jobs to regional economies.

As part of the partnership between the Commonwealth and local communities, Labor will encourage and support infrastructure projects that generate sustainable industrial development in the regions.  In this way, we will work together to create jobs and wealth for regional communities and for the nation as a whole.

Labor is also committed to ensuring that regional Australians have equitable access to social infrastructure - government programs and services often taken for granted in the cities.  

Regional infrastructure fund 

Labor will establish a fund for regional project grants worth $75 million over three years, providing for direct Commonwealth involvement and facilitating leverage for infrastructure programs.  The projects will cover both economic and social infrastructure.  

This will complement the comprehensive suite of Labor initiatives designed to repair and build Australia’s national infrastructure and investment – which include the Infrastructure Rebate, the Telstra Reward Fund, the Development Allowance and $300 million additional road and rail funding.

The fund will be modelled on the regional development program axed by the Coalition in 1996. 

Projects funded under the pre-1996 Regional Development Program

Queensland

Bedford Weir expansion
$2.0m

Ipswich Telecommunications Global Links
$0.1m

Victoria

Northern Mallee pipeline
$1.275m

Network for excellence, hardwood timber industry
$2.5m

Western Australia

Swan Valley Wine tourist project
$0.22m

Bibbulman Track
$1.38m

New South Wales

Orana gas pipeline
$2.0m

Equine Research Centre
$3.185m

South Australia

Port Lincoln Marine Research Centre
$0.75

Barossa Water Management Study
$0.16M

Commonwealth funding will be used as leverage to gain at least an equivalent contribution from business, State and/or local governments, with the maximum Commonwealth contribution to any single project being $5 million.  Part of the fund will be available for grants for feasibility studies. 

Projects will be selected from proposals recommended by the new regional organisations, drawing on advice and proposals from local government and other regional groups.  Examples of projects include energy, transport and storage facilities, flood mitigation, telecommunications, training and research centres.

Infrastructure incentives

Labor will introduce a new 20 per cent Development Allowance to encourage and accelerate investment by private business, especially in regions of high unemployment.  Many regional areas of Australia will benefit from assistance in attracting investment.  The expected flow-ons are higher levels of economic growth, exports and employment.

Labor will also introduce a revised Infrastructure Rebate, expanding the scope of the current scheme beyond road and rail projects to cover investments in gas, electricity, water, sewerage, renewable energy and gas pipeline infrastructure.  We will lift the funding cap to ensure that an additional $2.5 billion of regional infrastructure projects go ahead over a five year period.

In addition, Labor will provide $100 million to establish an Investment Attraction Fund to attract new investment projects that offer a high level of spillover benefits to Australia (such as the introduction of new technologies and skills), provide a net economic benefit to Australia, and would have been unlikely to take place without the incentive.

Telecommunications infrastructure

Labor is committed to keeping Telstra in public hands.  We are opposed to any further sell-off.  A fully privatised Telstra will have no incentive to provide new telecommunications technology to unprofitable regional areas.  Regional communities’ telecommunications infrastructure – for many people the most important infrastructure - will be frozen in time.  Labor will retain control, and will not sell another share.

With government control, Labor will be able to influence the type and level of infrastructure and services that Telstra provides regional areas.

Labor will establish a 12 month independent inquiry into Telstra’s charging regime.

Labor will also amend the Telecommunications Act to prohibit charging for local calls on a timed basis, whether for voice or data.

Labor will also negotiate with Telstra in order to ensure, at no cost to Budget, that every Australian has access to a local untimed call within their call zone, irrespective of where they live.  This includes the provision of local untimed calls within extended (pastoral) call zones, and local untimed telephone calls from within an extended call zone to the customer service centre where necessary.

Telstra Reward Fund

A Beazley Labor Government will earmark a fixed proportion of the taxpayers’ share of Telstra’s future yearly dividend to a dedicated Telstra Reward Fund, to be used for regional infrastructure.

Commencing next year, and every year thereafter, 35% of Telstra’s dividend to the Government will be paid automatically into the Fund.

The amount of money which will flow into the Telstra Reward Fund will be considerable, and it will grow into the future.

It is estimated that $525 million will be automatically paid into the Telstra Reward Fund in 1999-2000.  By the end of 2006-07 the Telstra Reward Fund will have grown to over $1 billion each year.

The legislation will specify that regional infrastructure is one of the two purposes for which Fund money can be spent – and can only be spent.
And the legislation will require the Auditor-General to confirm that all expenditure proposals from the Fund are consistent with the Fund purposes.

In the first term of a Beazley Labor Government the Telstra Reward Fund will secure funding for the following programs in regional infrastructure:

Regional Infrastructure
1999-00
2000-01
2001-02

Rail funding (including additional funding announced by Labor)
113
135
131

Disaster relief fund (including additional funding committed by Labor)
50
50
50

The beneficiaries of these programs will know that their funding is secured from the year-to-year budget process.  This allows them to plan on the basis of greater certainty.

In each subsequent year, the Telstra Reward Fund will be sufficient to secure funding for all of these programs, as well as additional programs.

Taking 2006-07 as an indicative year, the Telstra Reward Fund will secure the funding of the following programs:

Regional Infrastructure
2006-07

Rail funding (including additional funding announced by Labor)
159

Disaster relief fund (including additional funding committed by Labor)
61

But an additional $480 million of funds will also be available to fund additional programs over and above these programs (and earmarked science and technology programs).

These additional funds will be available for new and/or expanded programs for regional infrastructure.

Transport infrastructure

Labor will invest an additional $300 million over 3 years on road and rail infrastructure across Australia.  Road spending will include the completion of the Pacific Highway upgrade and the completion of any Roads of National Importance already commenced.  Labor will extend the National Highway to incorporate roads of major national economic significance under a revised Roads of National Importance program.

Additional rail investment will result in increased funding for the Australian Track Corporation.  The Adelaide to Melbourne rail link will be the principal beneficiary of the new spending.  Labor is also committed to building the Adelaide to Darwin railway. 

Labor will work with state, territory and local governments to supports efforts for a very fast train network.  Labor will provide assistance to the proposed very fast train service between Sydney and Canberra as part of the expanded Infrastructure Rebate scheme.

Labor has also announced a range of measures for Bass Strait, specifically, increasing the rebate on maritime diesel used by passenger vessels operating on Bass Strait from 5.3 cents/litre to 27.5 cents/litre, providing $5 million in infrastructure funding once a year-round ferry service is established to assist in the development of dedicated loading ramps and hard-stand areas, legislating to entrench the Tasmanian Freight Equalisation Scheme, and guaranteeing that the Bass Strait Passenger Vehicle Subsidy will be maintained at or above its current level. 

In relation to aviation, Labor will give high priority in the Airservices Australia capital program to the installation of radar at regional airports such as Launceston, Hobart and Alice Springs.  Labor will also ensure that airport pricing structures do not exclude regional airlines from major airports such as Kingsford Smith in Sydney.

Building Australian industry

Labor understands the importance of a strong industrial sector in regional Australia.  The provision of infrastructure is only one element of what is required to build that sector. Labor will therefore put in place a plan for an active industry policy, a policy to boost jobs, economic growth, investment and exports, particularly in regional Australia.  Labor will:

· Introduce a 150% R&D tax concession, a Start R&D grant program that works, and a venture capital industry that generates new industries.

· Work with industry, unions and employer groups to develop Strategic Action Plans for various industry sectors relevant to regional Australia, including the Metal Production and Fabrication industry and the Forestry Products Industry.

· Restore the Ship and Book Bounties

· Put in place an enterprise improvement program to assist up to 13,000 small companies

· Commit $36 million over three years in a partnership with Australian Business Schools, regional development organisations and the venture capital industry to facilitate access to finance for regional projects and to help regional communities become “investment ready”.

Tourism 

Labor will provide $20m over 3 years in Regional Gateway Grants to enhance the tourism potential of regions across Australia to ensure maximum employment creation in regional Australia.  These grants will be utilised to create jobs in regional tourism.
Serving Communities

Employment assistance
Employment assistance provided to regional Australia has been decimated by the Howard Government.  The successful Commonwealth Employment Service which served the nation for over fifty years was abolished.  Many offices in regional Australia have been closed with a permanent loss of service quality to residents.  The replacement arrangements - the so-called Jobs Network - has been a disastrous failure.  The main loss of services has been in regional Australia making it now even harder for regional Australians to access decent employment assistance programs.

Labor will initiate a thorough root-and-branch review of the Job Network to indicate options for a fairer system, including the need for people in rural and remote regions of high unemployment to get extra attention and services.

Health

Labor will significantly increase the resources to public hospitals with a $500m increase in annual funding to be committed to the Public Health Trust Fund.  This will improve the level and quality of hospital service across the nation, with regional Australia benefiting significantly.  The Commonwealth Dental Program will be re-established benefiting many low income earners, such as pensioners, all through regional Australia.

Labor will also devote $60 million over 3 years to rural health.  This will increase the number of rural doctors by introducing new scholarships to encourage more doctors to practice in regional Australia.  An Office of Rural Health will be established within the Department of Health and Family Services to develop a rural health strategy. 

Labor will reopen up to 30 Medicare Offices around Australia, and increase regional medical training facilities (for example $10 million funding for the Townsville Medical School at James Cook University and providing $15 million for the Hunter Medical Research Unit).

Education

Labor will spend an additional $1.5 billion on education over the next three years, much of which will benefit regional Australia.  Labor’s education plan will improve the quality of primary and secondary education by making the distribution of funds fairer through recognising local educational conditions.  Labor will also boost the Schools Equity Program to involve families more in their children’s education.

Regional universities and their students will benefit from a range of Labor initiatives including an increase in the total number of university places, abolition of upfront fees for Australian undergraduates, and improvements in the HECS system and in student assistance.

Regional banking services

Labor will set in place a three step strategy to restore banking services to rural and remote Australia.  We will:

· Develop a Charter of Regional Banking Responsibility to define the obligations to rural and remote communities which banks should reasonably be prepared to meet;

· Encourage voluntary arrangements to provide banking services; and

· Ensure that through a Regional Banking Services Fund (contributed to by all licensed banks) services are maintained and restored where justifiable.

Australia Post

Labor rejects the privatisation of Australia Post and will repeal, to the extent possible, deregulation measures implemented in response to the National Competition Council’s report.

Labor will establish an independent review of Australia Post’s services and the viability of expanding services, particularly to rural and regional areas.  Labor will work with Australia Post to explore ways of increasing the number and level of services provided through Australia Post.

Fuel

Labor will work to force petrol prices down, protect service station sites and jobs.  We will:

· set up an effective access regime, using existing powers under the Trade Practices Act, to give petrol retailers an opportunity to shop around for the best price.

· allow service station operators to form co-operatives to maximise their bargaining power.

· enforce the Trade Practices Act to ensure that the oil companies offer competitive prices to service stations and buyer co-operatives.

· continue price surveillance by the ACCC, and retain a maximum wholesale price.

· keep the existing Sites and Franchise Acts, until effective arrangements are made to protect those who work in the service station industry.

· develop, as a matter of urgency, a strong, enforceable Oil Code to give security to small businesses operating service stations

ABC services

The Howard Government’s cuts to the ABC has reduced services available.  Labor’s funding will allow further expansion of the ABC’s FM radio transmission to regional and remote areas, with a specific priority to the extension of the Triple J network.  

The arts

To facilitate career development by young Australia visual artists and the spread of artistic activity and arts dollars throughout Australia, Labor will develop a new program of regional studios which will be available to Australian artists.  These studios will be developed co-operatively with regional galleries to inject artistic endeavour and expenditure into regional cities and towns and to give infrastructure support to artists utilising them.

Labor will also establish, in conjunction with the States and local governments where they wish to co-operate, a new program of travelling conservators.  These conservators based in regional centres will travel to regional galleries and museums to assist with conservation of important art collections and with the presentation and conservation of materials held by historical societies and regional museums.  

COSTING OF LABOR’S INITIATIVES


98-99
99-00
00-01
01-02
TOTAL



Empowering regional Australians






Regional structures
0
10.0
10.0
10.0
30.0

National Development Authority**
0
0
0
0
0

Strategic regional assistance
*
*
*
*
*








Building Australian infrastructure






Regional Infrastructure Fund
0
25.0
25.0
25.0
75.0

Infrastructure incentives**
0
(12.0)
(149.0)
(191.0)
(352.0)

Telecommunications infrastructure
0
0
0
0
0

Telstra Reward Fund**
0
0
0
0
0

Transport infrastructure**
0
(100.0)
(100.0)
(100.0)
(300.0)

Building Australian industry**
0
(88.0)
(396.0)
(466.0)
(950.0)

Tourism**
0
(4.0)
(6.0)
(10.0)
(20.0)








Serving Australians






Employment assistance
*
*
*
*
*

Health (rural health)**
(10.0)
(10.0)
(20.0)
(20.0)
(60.0)

Education**
(25.0)
(190.0)
 (320.0)
(420.0)
(955.0)

Banking services
0
0
0
0
0

Australia Post
0
0
0
0
0

Fuel
0
0
0
0
0

ABC services
*
*
*
*
*

The arts**
0
(1.1)
(7.4)
(10.5)
(19.0)

TOTAL (new initiatives)
0
35.0
35.0
35.0
105.0

*  Funding for these measures is still to be announced in other Policy commitments.

**  These measures are also in other Policies.
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