LABOR SETS THE PACE FOR

FUTURE OF DISABILITY SERVICES

Labor will provide $15 million over three years to trial better ways of delivering assistance to people with profound disabilities and their carers – ways which are more sensitive to the kinds of goods and services that people need to improve their quality of life, Shadow Minister for Disability Services, Jenny Macklin, said today.

1,000 people with disabilities, and their carers, will participate in the National Disability Funding Trials and receive an extra $2,500 in assistance each year, Ms Macklin said.  

Participants will include people with intellectual, physical and psychiatric disabilities and their carers.  Priority will be given to people with severe and profound disabilities on low incomes, with ageing carers.  

Individuals and carers will work in partnership with a community broker, who able to purchase goods and services on behalf of the person with a disability and carer.  The broker would manage, in partnership with the individual and carer, all of the existing entitlements of the person and the carer, together with a top-up fund of $2,500.

50 brokers will be employed to work with 20 individuals and carers each.

Outcomes for participants in the trial would be compared with a control group to gauge the effectiveness of the program compared to existing ways of helping people with disabilities and their carers.

This information would inform Labor’s review of the Commonwealth State Disability Agreement and any future negotiation.

Labor’s disability funding trials have the potential to dramatically change the way that governments think about providing social support to people with disabilities and their carers, and to improve outcomes for people with disabilities and their carers.

Labor’s approach is in stark contrast to the Coalition who, after two years of deep cuts to disability services, are now offering a GST on the extra goods and services that people with disabilities and their carers rely on everyday.

This initiative is a response to the concerns expressed by people with disabilities that  existing programs and funding sources are not responsive to the different needs of people with disabilities and their carers.
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