DRAFT MEDIA RELEASE

Labor Delivers Better Abc Services

The ABC will receive a $100 million boost in funding under a new Federal Labor Government, [Insert candidate’s name], Labor candidate for [Insert name of seat], said today.

[Insert candidate’s name] said the extra funds will allow the ABC to deliver better radio and television programs and services.

[Insert candidate’s name] said Labor’s financial commitment to the ABC will begin the task of rebuilding the national broadcaster after the attacks of the Howard Government.

A Labor Government will:

· provide an extra $78.5 million for ABC general funding;

· allocate $9 million for expanding Triple J and other ABC FM radio services in regional and rural areas; and

· direct $12.5 million to Radio Australia for the re-opening of essential overseas transmission facilities.

“These additional funds will go to the ABC over three years so the organisation can establish financial certainty after the savage cost cutting of the Howard Government,” [Insert candidate’s name] said.

“The ABC will be able to use the extra general funding to begin work on setting up digital broadcasting and for improving programs and services.

“Under the Howard Government many programs have been cut, with services to regional and rural areas the worst hit.

“The ABC has also suffered from constant political attacks from the Howard Government which have undermined morale and damaged the reputation of the national broadcaster.

“Labor will ensure the ABC is independent and free from political interference, advertising and sponsorship.

“A Labor Government will give the ABC the security to move ahead and meet the broadcasting challenges of the next century.”
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