DRAFT MEDIA RELEASE

GST: A DISASTER FOR TOURISM IN [NAME OF LOCATION]

The last thing that tourism in [Name of Town/Location] needs right now is a GST, Labor candidate for [Name of Electorate], [Name of Candidate] said today.

“A GST would result in fewer tourists, more vacant rooms and job losses, with [Name of town] bearing the brunt.”

“A GST would apply to almost all goods and services on which tourists spend their money.

“It would also act as a disincentive for foreign tourists to visit Australia and an incentive for Australians to take their holidays s overseas”, [Name of Candidate] said.

Under Mr Howard’s GST plan domestic travel, including air and rail, would be subject to GST, while international travel would not.

“Many international travellers having arrived in Brisbane GST free, will decide not to visit [Name of Town/Region] because internal domestic airfares will be subject to Mr Howard’s GST.”

[Name of Candidate] noted that Mr Howard’s GST would add:

· 10% tax on hotel, motel and other accommodation;

· 10% tax on sporting events such as football;

· 10% tax on domestic tour packages, taxis, hire cars;

· 10% tax on restaurant meals, take aways, snacks, and food; and

· 10% tax on admissions to museums, galleries, performing arts and other tourist attractions.

“A Beazley Labor Government will not impose a GST, but will support and encourage the tourism industry.

“That’s why I welcome the launch yesterday [Friday, 11 September] of a A Better Plan for Tourism, Labor’s policy for the forthcoming election, by Stephen Martin, Labor’s spokesperson on Tourism,” [Name of Candidate].

“In particular I welcome initiatives in the area of EcoTourism and the plan for a system of regional gateway grants to be administered by the Department of Tourism.

“Also the decision to abolish the Howard Government’s $50 Visitor Visa Charge is also a step in the right direction.

“Labor believes in tourism because Labor believes in jobs.”
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