DRAFT MEDIA RELEASE

Labor’s Small Business Policy To Target Regions

Labor will spend $400 million over three years to reward small business for their work collecting the PAYE-style tax instalments of their employees, [Insert name of candidate], Labor candidate for [Insert name of seat], said today.

“A Beazley Labor Government will commit $10 million over three years to implement an outreach program to ensure that small businesses in regional Australia have direct and personal services to Government programs,” [Insert name of candidate] said.

“The Small Business Outreach program will have two functions: to disseminate information and explain government programs to small business; and, to act as a feedback mechanism to the Federal Government.

“Labor will employ mobile small business advisers in: [insert town/s in your electorate from the following list - Broken Hill, Orange, Bega, Lismore, Alice Springs, Longreach, Charters Towers, Mt Isa, Cairns, Whyalla, Clare, Launceston, Burnie, Bendigo, Geelong, Moe, Margaret River, Albany, Broome and Esperance] to disseminate information about the Small Business Outreach program.

“The Outreach Program will pay particular attention to the special needs of women in small business and the benefits of mentors.  The Outreach Program is expected to generate 40 jobs.

Labor will also:

· Abolish Provisional Tax; abolish the existing PAYE, PPS and RPS systems, and replace them with an integrated withholding system; and reform the company tax payment arrangements.

· Commit $40 million over three years to fund small-scale, locally-delivered enterprise improvement programs through a 2-tiered Enterprise Improvement Program.  Labor expects that up to 13,000 firms will be assisted each year.

· Ensure small businesses have legislative protection against unfair conduct and will also legislate to introduce a National Uniform Retail Tenancy Code.

· Establish a parliamentary inquiry into the feasibility of capping ownership levels, market share and the impact of vertical and horizontal integration.

· Review the arrangements for Government tenders to ensure small businesses have a greater chance of success when applying for contracts.

· Repeal the Howard Government’s decision to allow parallel importing of CDs.

· Continue the development of a workable code of conduct for the franchising sector.
· Following John Howard’s deregulation of the petrol industry, Labor will retain the existing Sites and Franchise Acts until effective arrangements are made to protect those who work in the service station industry.

“The Howard Government failed to make good its 1996 election promise to cut the burden of red tape in half.

“For the 1998 election, the Howard Government’s offer to the small business community is to become an unpaid tax collector for a new 10% goods and services tax.

“Labor will implement constructive and tangible policies to assist the small business sector to grow and employ more Australians,” [Insert name of candidate].
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