DRAFT MEDIA RELEASE

Rural Health Alliance Gives A Tick To Labor’s Rural Health Plans

The peak rural health body the National Rural Health Alliance has given a tick to Labor’s health plan [Insert name of candidate], Labor candidate for [Insert name of seat], said today.

“The Rural Health Alliance has announced that Labor’s health policy will ‘hit a good number of the targets specified by the Alliance’,” [Insert name of candidate] said today”.

Singling out Labor’s plans to fix the damage done to dental health services by John Howard, the Alliance said:

“the most welcome proposal is to establish a new Commonwealth Dental Program … we have received many statements about the seriousness of the situation in rural and remote area”
Media Release, 14 September 1998

And also added:

In addition to the move to provide extra funds to public hospitals, there are also references to men’s health, mental health, indigenous health, young people and Medicare offices.”

Media Release, 14 September 1998

The Alliance also said:

“In the medical workforce area, we note the emphasis of the ALP proposal on further recruitment, through bonded scholarships for medical students and more resources for the GP Rural Incentives Program …we note with great interest the reference in the ALP’s proposals to additional funding to support rural nurses and other health professionals.”

Media Release, 14 September 1998

“I am glad that Labor’s Health Policy has received such a strong endorsement by this independent, non government body whose goal is to improve health in rural and remote Australia,” [Insert name of candidate] said.

“I believe Labor’s health policy provides many opportunities to improve rural health – and we achieve this without a 10% GST on over-the-counter medicines and increases in the PBS,” [Insert name of candidate] said.
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