DRAFT MEDIA RELEASE

TOURISM JOBS DROP TO CONTINUE UNDER GST

The [Insert number of jobs gone in your region/state from attached sheet] tourism jobs in [Insert name of state/region] that have disappeared in the last year would be far higher under a GST, [Insert name of candidate], Labor candidate for [Insert name of seat], said today.

[Insert name of candidate] made these comments in the wake of the release of this week’s Australian Bureau of Statistics Labour Force survey data by industry which shows the change in employment in the year to August 1998.

“The loss of [Insert number of jobs gone in your state/region from attached sheet] tourism jobs will be far worse under John Howard’s 10% Goods and Services Tax (GST) on tourism,” [Insert name of candidate] said today.

“The GST is a new 10% tax on all services which currently have little or no tax.

“The service sector is also driving jobs growth in the economy in areas like tourism, hospitality and entertainment expertise. 

“This means John Howard’s 10% GST is a tax on jobs.  A tax on new jobs in the services sector which is giving hundreds of thousands of young Australians a start in life.”

“Tourism is one of the biggest employers in Australia, accounting for one in nine jobs, and is vital in regions like as ours.  Alarmingly employment in regional Australia fell by 22% in the year to August, a loss of 14,200 jobs.

“Youth unemployment has reached record levels under John Howard. A 10% new GST on this industry will have devastating consequences for youth unemployment, driving it even higher. 

“Labor has committed $20 million over the next three years to promote domestic tourism and a further $12 million to promote eco-tourism.  

“Labor will also commit an additional $60 million over 3 years to the Australian Tourism Commission while expanding its charter to include domestic tourism.

“This will boost regional jobs – and do so without the job destroying impact of a 10% GST”, [Insert name of candidate] said.
ends.

[Date]

Contact Information: [Name of Contact] – [Telephone Number]

Employment Change in Tourist Accommodation Industry 

in Year to August 1998

Region/State
Jobs lost
% change





Regional NSW
5,400
-27%

Regional Victoria
400
-5%

Brisbane
800
-15%

Regional QLD Total
6,900
-28%

Far Nth Qld
1,600
-38%

Sth East Qld (+Gold Coast)
3,200
-36%

Qld Total
7,700
-26%

Regional S.A.
1,100
-42%

SA Total
1,000
-18%

Regional WA
1,100
-25%

Hobart
200
-13%

Australia Total
5,500
-5%

Regional Australia
14,200
-22%





