Direct Mail

Target:
Local Government Councillors

Subject:
Local Government Policy

Dear

Too often Local Government is taken for granted.  People just don’t understand the extent of services provided by Local government.

But, as you well know, Local Government provides many of our essential community services things like child care, senior citizen centres, public libraries and home and community care services.

That’s why it’s so important that funding comes directly from the Federal government and isn’t dependent on the state.  Unfortunately, John Howard doesn’t recognise how important Local government is to our communities.

Otherwise, why would he want to abolish direct grants from the Federal government?  This will only weaken Local government making Councils on State government funding.

But Labor is different.  Labor will:

· Sign a National Agreement with Local government to better co-ordinate joint policies and opportunities for Local government to promote new ideas and ways of delivering services;

· Continue the system of direct federal grants; and

· Recognise the role of Local government in the Constitution.

Most importantly, Labor will not introduce a GST or hand over Local government funding to the States.  

This means Councils won’t have to charge a GST on their commercial activities including swimming pools, ovals and other recreational facilities, and won’t have to compete with cash strapped States for funding..

This election, I’m asking you to vote Labor.  Because only Labor understands the value of Local government and has a commitment to a fairer tax system – without a GST.

Yours sincerely

[Name of Candidate]

[Name of Electorate]

PS:  Please call me if you would like a copy of Labor’s Local Government Policy.

